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ICAI Mandatory E-Diary (From Jan 2026): A Practical Guide 
for CA Articles
If you are planning to start articleship after CA Inter4or you've already begun4there's one update you cannot ignore. From January 2026, ICAI has 

made the E-Diary system mandatory for all articles. This move may look procedural at first, but in reality, it changes how your practical training will be 

recorded, evaluated, and even perceived in interviews.

à  What Exactly Is the ICAI E-Diary?

The E-Diary is ICAI's digital system for recording your daily articleship 

work and learning exposure. Instead of informal tracking, every article 

now needs to document tasks performed, attendance, and practical 

exposure in a structured way.

In simple terms: ICAI now wants to see what you actually learn every 

day during training.

à  Why ICAI Introduced This System

ICAI's objective is clear4improve the quality of practical training. Over 

time, concerns were raised about inconsistent exposure, weak 

documentation, and inflated experience claims. The E-Diary addresses 

this by creating a uniform, transparent framework.

The reform mainly aims to:

Strengthen real practical learning

Bring accountability for firms and students

Reduce exaggerated exposure claims

Standardize evaluation across India

For serious students, this is more opportunity than pressure.



Making the Most of Your ICAI E-Diary

à  How the E-Diary Works (In 
Reality)

The process is straightforward. Articles are 

expected to log their work regularly on the 

ICAI portal and briefly describe what they 

handled that day. Entries are reviewed 

periodically by the Principal, which 

ensures both accuracy and discipline.

What matters most is not length, but 

clarity4short, practical, and honest 

entries.

à  What This Means for CA 
Students

The impact of E-Diary will be significant. 

Students will now need consistent 

discipline rather than last-minute 

documentation. At the same time, genuine 

learners benefit the most because their 

actual exposure gets properly recorded.

In practical terms, the system will:

Encourage structured learning habits

Provide solid proof during job 

interviews

Improve training seriousness overall

à  Common Mistakes Students 
Should Avoid

Many students initially overthink diary 

writing. In reality, problems usually come 

from:

Delaying entries for days

Writing theoretical instead of practical 

work

Using copied or vague descriptions

Consistency matters more than perfection 

here.

à  Practical Tips to Maintain Your E-Diary Smartly

The easiest way to manage E-Diary is to keep it simple:

7  Follow the 2-minute daily rule

7  Mention actual assignments handled

7  Highlight tools/software used

7  Focus on what you learned

<  Example Entry

"Prepared GST reconciliation for ABC Pvt Ltd using Excel; 

learned mismatch adjustments."

This type of entry is more valuable than long explanations.

à  Final Thoughts: The ICAI E-Diary is not just compliance4it's a career record of your professional growth. Students who treat it seriously will 

benefit during interviews, resume preparation, and self-assessment throughout their career.

�  Want practical formats, real examples, and mistakes to avoid? <  Visit my blog: www.khatriclasses.com/blog/updates 0  Comment "DIARY" for 

link
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