Prepared By:

CA. Anil Khatri

M.Com., FEC.A., Grad. CMA

Why Most CA Students Fail
W Despite Studying Hard —
e The Real Strategy in Short




The Real Problem

Many CA students study daily but still don't clear. The reason is simple: they prepare for studying, not for writing the exam.

Here is the strategy toppers follow:

Study # Exam Readiness Toppers Think Differently
Putting in hours every day is not enough if the approach They don't just read — they prepare strategically,
is wrong. The gap between studying and performing in targeting marks, formats, and patterns that ICAI actually

the exam hall is where most students fall short. rewards.



1. Focus on ICAI Questions First

RTP, MTP, and past papers matter more than coaching material. ICAI
repeats patterns, not theory paragraphs.

RTP MTP

Revision Test Papers released Mock Test Papers simulate the
by ICAI are a goldmine of actual exam and reveal the
exam-relevant questions and type of questions ICAI prefers
patterns. to ask.

Past Papers

Previous exam questions show repeating patterns that coaching
material alone cannot replicate.



2. Study for Marks, Not for Completion

All subjects are not equal. Secure strong subjects first, manage risky ones smartly.

Secure Strong Subjects Manage Risky Subjects

Identify the subjects where you can score high and invest For subjects that are harder or less predictable, adopt a smart
focused effort to maximize marks in those areas first. approach — cover high-weightage topics and practice ICAI
questions to minimize risk.

[J Completing the syllabus feels productive, but scoring marks is what clears the exam. Always prioritize marks over
coverage.



3. Revise Every 7 Days

If you don't revise weekly, you restart every month. Revision builds retention, not reading.
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Read & Learn

Study new material
thoroughly
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Reading a topic once and moving on creates an illusion of progress. Without weekly revision, the brain forgets and you end up
re-learning the same content repeatedly — wasting precious time before the exam.

Revise 7 Days

Review weekly to
prevent forgetting
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Build Retention

Strengthen memory
and move forward
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4. Write Answers in ICAI Format

Provision -~ Application - Conclusion

This structure alone can increase marks significantly.

Provision

1 State the relevant law, section, or rule that applies to the
question.

Application

2 Apply the provision directly to the facts given in the
question.

Conclusion

3 State a clear, concise conclusion based on the application
above.




5. Last 15 Days Rule

No new books. Only notes, ICAI questions, and test practice.
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Only Your Notes

Stick to the concise notes you have
already prepared. Opening new
books in the last 15 days creates
confusion and panic.

2

ICAI Questions Only

Revisit RTP, MTP, and past papers.

These are the closest thing to the
actual exam you will face.

Test Practice

Write full answers under timed
conditions to build speed, accuracy,
and confidence before exam day.



The Final Word

Students fail not due to lack of effort, but lack of exam strategy.

Prepare like a scorer, not like a reader.

(Share this with a CA friend who studies hard but needs smarter direction.)
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Days Between Revisions Days Final Rule
Revise every 7 days to build lasting Last 15 days: no new books, only notes
retention. and ICAI questions.
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Key Strategies

Five proven strategies that separate
toppers from the rest.



